Rochdale Connections Trust

March brought us better weather, International Women's Day (celebrating the
strength, resilience, and achievements of women globally) and some great
achievements by our young people and staff. We also gained new mentors and

secured additional funding pots to better support our young people.

SPOTLIGHT

Our March Employee of the
Month is Megan (pictured here on
the right).

This is for making changes on our
systems to make it easier for
everyone and for always being
supportive and reliable.

Well done Megan!
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Mentor Training

Natalie and Holly rocked mentor
training in the last week of March,
rolling out the welcome mat to 9
fabulous volunteers! A huge
shoutout to everyone who
attended, and an extra special
thanks to Ifra for sharing her
wisdom on youth work, trauma,
and the art of active listening.

We're always on the lookout for
more volunteer mentors to
support our youth projects - so if
you're interested in jumping on
board, give Natalie a shout at
info@r-c-t.co.uk!




With our young people...

To end a recent final 1:1 session with her young person

on a positive note, Tas and her young person decorated

doughnuts and a little jewellery/memory box together.
They look amazing!

Work Experience - Sorted!
Thanks to Kamy's guidance and support, a young person has
landed an amazing work experience opportunity at a local
barber shop. This followed a recent one-on-one session during
which the young person expressed concerns about finding a
placement and was unsure of how to start. They delved into his
interests, and discovering a passion for barbering, Kamy
facilitated the ideal placement. This story beautifully illustrates
how exploring personal interests can open doors to exciting
opportunities, and how sharing concerns can lead to effective

solutions.



Mentoring success!

Following a series of 12 mentoring sessions with our Youth Development Worker,
Kamy, the Family Support Worker noted significant improvements in the young
person and, inspired by their mentor, the young person has requested to continue
working with the same person, leading the Family Support Worker to ask Kamy to
extend the mentoring program. These additional sessions will be reviewed every
half term to ensure ongoing progress.

The young person's guardian, their grandmother, is also delighted with the
transformation in the young person's attitude. The mentoring relationship with an
older male role model has been particularly impactful, as this is absent in their life.

This story highlights the profound difference our mentoring program can make in
the lives of young people, providing them with role models and support that foster
personal growth and development.

Incredible artwork

The Darnhill art work in collaboration
with TiPP has won a competition, out of
over 100 entrants, to be placed in
Rochdale town centre for a year.
This will be part of an 'Outdoor Gallery'
launching in April, along with around 15
other pieces of artwork.

Well done to the young people who have
created this. It’s an amazing piece of
work.




Other achievements

Book Published

We’re incredibly proud to share that

Jenny Miller and Holly Stevenson, along

with Rochdale Connections Trust, have

been acknowledged in the recent

publication, “Making Connections with
Vulnerable Children & Families (Creative

Tools & Resources for Practice)”, “..the
practical go-to resource for practitioners

looking to build effective relationships
and engage meaningfully with vulnerable

children and their families.”

This is currently available to purchase

from Waterstones, Amazon and other
book shops.

Hope and Home Event

Jenny and Hannah attended the
Armed Forces Community HQ
event, Hope and Home.

There was lots of discussion and
shared learning around how we
can better support those with
links to the Armed Forces that
have experienced abuse.

Thanks to all the speakers - the
event was extremely insightful.




Thank You for Funding!

Our heartfelt thanks to The Duchy of %%

cashforkids

Lancaster and Cash 4 Kids for their
recent funding, which enables us to

support even more young people!
Support from funders like these is Gr?nt
what makes our mission achievable! received!
We've been supported
DUCHY ~ LANCASTER by Cash for Kids!

Easter Egg Donations!

A big thank you to Lindsey and James
(pictured) and the amazing
Production Team at Danish Crown
Rochdale for their egg-cellent
fundraising to provide Easter Eggs for
our young people and families!
With funding being tighter than ever
this year, we weren't sure if we'd be
able to spread the Easter joy but
thanks to their generosity, we can!
We can't wait to share pictures with

you after Easter - stay tuned!




