
      
 

ROCHDALE CONNECTIONS TRUST 

Can you explain why as a women or girl why you feel safe/unsafe in the Rochdale Borough? 

1. Depends which area of Rochdale I am in 

2. Most of the time. Sometimes feel unsafe if I’m in a quiet area alone. i.e. Healey Dell / local 

footpaths / parks etc. I never used to feel unsafe in those areas. 

3. Not enough Police presence 

4. I feel safe when I am with others, but on my own I don't. You never know what might 

happen to you 

5. At night can be daunting maybe more cameras and lighting in certain areas 

6. I never go out in the evenings, especially alone. 

7. Some people like to follow you around or try and speak to you or get really close that makes 

you feel uncomfortable 

8. The community is safe and inclusive, even for people from the BAME community. 

9. I feel safe by my house in the borough of Rochdale however I do not feel safe in the town 

centre, particularly at traffic lights and in the older part of the town. 

10. It's a worry being in the town centre. There’re dark areas. Change routes to feel safer 

11. High crime levels - knives, domestic abuse, lots of groups of men being allowed to gather in 

the centre. 

12. My car has been targeted before. It was keyed. Often times there are groups of people who 

present as under the influence of substances that congregate in certain areas in and around 

Drake Street. Sometimes some will try to make conversation and become irritated when 

they don't get a response. 

13. Sometimes i feel as though I’m being watched/stared at - sometimes i get catcalled 

14. I tend not to go out at night but I do walk in remote places. I have never felt unsafe. 

15. Walking alone in the town centre and other area's is a no. Lots of beggars on the street who 

harass you at supermarkets or even on the dual carriageways asking for change 

16. Lot of undesirable men in groups drinking to excess and taking drugs at all times of day or 

night. Harassing girls & women for money or their attention especially on public transport. 

17. I think the media (including social media) report things so frequently that incidents look like 

they are common place when they are not. I sometimes feel intimidated when there are 

groups of people especially young men but my discomfort is often unfounded. 

18. I wouldn’t go walking round at night on my own 

19. I am in my 60s now, and feel less safe now than at any time in my life, including when the 

Yorkshire ripper was active in my teens, I now feel intimidated by groups of youths, and by 

lone men, I would no longer venture out at night anymore, in my late teens early 20s I was 

the victim of a flasher in Oldham, I couldn't have asked for a better police response, now a 

days, girls and young women have to take to social media to get a community response in a 

lot of cases, because trying to get through to an actual person is nigh on impossible when 

trying to contact police directly, I feel for young girls just starting their lives out. Grooming 

gangs have taught the authorities nothing. 

20. Too many people hanging around streets 

21. I don’t feel safe walking alone in the evenings in Rochdale. 

22. I don’t feel safe at night or walking alone 

23. "The side streets are not well lit.  

24. A lot of people around under the influence of drugs/alcohol. Homeless. Makes you feel very 

vulnerable if you’re on your own.  



      
 

ROCHDALE CONNECTIONS TRUST 

25. I avoid it at all costs if possible." 

26. Not enough police around 

27. I would never walk on my own late at night 

28. My age I think as I have lived here all my life 

29. I've lived here all my life and am now middle aged. Even though I've experienced violence 

and harm on the streets it was a long time ago and was far less worse than what I 

experienced at home or in familiar settings. I refused to feel unsafe and so I kept going out 

and I still feel the same. 

30. Not enough lighting in some public spaces roads are not safe to cross. There's overgrown 

hedging near walls which is a hiding place. The government and justice system is flawed 

against women's safety as majority run by white men who have little or no understanding of 

women's safety. 

31. high crime rate/ poverty 

32. certain area's are known to be more risky than others 

33. ? 

34. just feel like I am going to get jumped 

35. Too much fighting and arguments 

36. Gangs of teenagers often swarm the town centre to have brawls, also while waiting to be 

picked up after work I have been approached by men either drunk or with clear ill intent. I 

work in a very public role and have been threatened numerous time, several live in a 

particular area that I will not walk through, this mean I am unable to walk to work or to the 

gym, I am restricted to public transport where I have seen violent incidents happen or taxis 

which are expensive. 

37. Certain areas feel safer than others 

38. Kids, walking round in dark clothes, with hoods up, with attitudes towards their elders and 

using threatening language and behaviours. Men driving like idiots then noticing a female 

driver and driving up their backsides. Not enough police presence in the area. 

39. Dependent on area & time of day/night, if alone 

40. Sometimes the gangs and drunks are intimidating and car parks are either a good walk into 

the centre or via dark cobbled streets 

41. I feel there are too many beggars on the roads and in the town centre. There's no avoiding 

them and whilst I appreciate some have no choice, others are there for more sinister 

reasons. Also, the roads are not policed enough and having two children now on the road I 

do fear for their safety. More camera's are needed on longer stretches of road including 

Whitworth Road (bottom end) and Featherstall / New Road in Littleborough. 

42. Town centre / drake street is full of day drinkers / addicts. Riverside area has gangs of 

teenagers 

43. Just my ex partner checking up on me 

44. Police presence. Police responsiveness. 

45. A lot of domestic abuse goes on in comunity in front of people and chikdren police dont do 

anything about it not many people are clued up enough to realize this is domestic abuse so 

dont do anything to help just brush it off as if oh well its only an arguement dont get 

involved 

46. Too much anti-social behaviour, drugs, and lack of police presence. 

47. If I’m out with my husband yes I feel safe, as a women with two daughters I am wary and 

find myself on high alert if we are out alone. 
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48. I been struggling mentally, so I sometimes don’t feel safe. I had past experiences with 

neighbours that make me feel uncomfortable on my own home, the area where I live it’s 

high crime rate too. 

49. Constant harassment by young boys; barking at me, calling me names, following me. I've had 

chocolate thrown at the back of my head before as well as rocks. I've also once been 

stabbed by a broken ruler on the back of my thigh. I often have to call strut safe to ensure 

my own security, till I get to my door. When it gets dark out, there are many drunk men who 

start talking to me and whilst I try to divert from them it isn't always that easy. 

50. I like to go out for walks and I'm afraid to go alone in parks and Hopwood woods 

51. Men are dangerous, lots of gangs and no support from police 

52. Not enough support for women. 

53. it's not specific to Rochdale. I feel unsafe in general as a woman. I've had a few scary 

experiences with men, even in places where I thought I was safe like the gym. it makes me 

reluctant to walk home by myself especially in the dark, and now that it gets darker earlier 

that means I spend more time feeling unsafe/not going out because it's dark. 

54. I am not from the area, but i am clued up on things that have happened in Rochdale 

55. During the day is fine but as it is getting darker, its scary to walk in certain areas alone/with 

my son as places aren't very safe. and you don't know who is around There are gangs of 

people, people doing drugs, drunks around a lot of Rochdale areas and it can be very 

intimidating. I walk down the canal every day and when its dark its quite scary, i always 

seem to see groups of people loitering in places, usually smoking or drunk. 

56. I feel like this because there has been a lot of issues in the area and I just don't feel safe as a 

woman and being on my own, especially at night. 

57. Loud, drunk people around the town centre 

58. I've come across a lot of people who seem to be on a drugs and can be rather aggressive 

throughout the borough. Also through reports of gangs etc. 

59. There is a lot of crime in Rochdale, especially in the town centre. Lots of people hanging 

around the streets asking for money and also pick pockets. I am always on my guard when in 

the town centre and I make sure my personal belongings are safe and secure in my bag . 

60. scared of being harassed, sexually assaulted, or feeling scared because of racist poeple 

61. High levels of crime, gangs on the streets 

62. "Feeling scared all the time of robbery, being attacked randomly on the streets even home 

doesn't feel safe. Robbery is not followed up.  

63. Teenagers and youngsters mess with properties and mis treat all the time" 

64. I do not feel safe when walking alone, sometimes scared. There is a lot of cars parked up on 

streets with young lads doing drugs. 

65. I am not feeling confident to walk on streets late at night as its increased danger. 

66. It depends on the area. Sometimes I don’t feel safe walking to my car after work if I am 

unable to park in the carpark, especially now that it’s dark when I leave. 

67. I only into town in the morning. 

68. x 

69. It’s a safe place 

70. I always feel someone’s will com and kill me 

71. Depends on the area, time of day etc 

72. Depends where you are and what time of day it is. You always have to be aware. 

73. Depends what area of Rochdale and what time 
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74. In general yes, however I am very aware of my surroundings and who is around etc. 

75. Not a safe place to be as a woman alone 

76. Feel vulnerable when out alone or with my children. 

77. Sometimes there is men that behave in a threatening or scary way toward women and girls 

in the area 

78. Some areas very badly lit. Total no go areas around the borough. 

79. theres creeps 

80. Sometimes at night there are fights, men on men and women on women 

81. Too many people roaming streets in the evening up to no good 

82. Constant fear of being threatened 

83. In the daytime I mostly feel safe however at night I need to go out with my husband in order 

to feel safe, and even then I feel uncomfortable. 

84. As a young girl, I do not feel safe walking down main roads because of speeding cars. I don't 

feel safe walking down back streets, short cuts, or even nice places where you can walk the 

dogs. Especially in the winter when it gets dark early. 

85. The statics of women being rated or sensually abused or harassed 

86. As a disabled woman I don't have options to escape 

87. Violence Against Women and Girls/safety overall 

88. Scared to walk alone or be out at night due to stories you hear 

89. "I work in the town centre and feel quite vulnerable at times as a woman during the day as 

there are alot of men and women with alcohol and drug issues hanging around. 

90. " 

91. Grew up here the new diverse community I live in are generally ok and I don't go out much 

at night as I used to just because I'm older & happy at home 

92. Because it well bad these day 

93. Try not to be threatened 

94. Not enough policing and dark areas needs more lighting like some common 

95. Been followed previously on a night out, people's just stare too many dodgy areas 


